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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 2,474 NA 2,152 766
1940 2,190 NA 2,636 494
1945 2,940 NA 2,989 273
1950 2,700 1,353 2,882 272
1954 3,352 1,223 3,715 122
1959 2,378 740 4,567 51
1964 2,869 474 2,881 55
1969 2,350 364 3,860 ----
1974 1,814 208 2,510 (D)
1978 1,725 257 2,953 (D)
1982 1,485 298 1,557 34
1987 1,217 (D) 1,017 (D)
1992 1,284 (D) (D) (D)
1997 1,334 (D) 38 82

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 139 129 148

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 8,253 7,585 5,081
Grains 5,313 4,839 2,809
Tobacco ---- ---- (D)
Field seeds, hay, forage, 
  and silage 33 76 (D)
Other field crops (D) (D) (D)
Vegetables, sweet corn   
  and melons (D) (D) 464
Fruits, nuts and berries ---- ---- ----
Nursery and greenhouse 
  products (D) (D) (D)
Forest Products Sold (D) 167 (D)

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 453 589 715

Poultry and products (D) (D) (D)
Dairy products 1 (D) (D)
Cattle and calves 152 278 151
Hogs and pigs (D) (D) 154
Sheep, lambs and wool ---- ---- (D)
Other livestock and          
 products ---- ---- ----

Total income from sales: 8,706 8,174 5,796

Custom work and other      
 agricultural services: 37 45 23

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 7 53 72 76 17 1 1 227
1978 7 45 77 60 14 3 ---- 206
1982 10 39 67 56 14 7 ---- 193
1987 3 25 55 48 12 4 1 148
1992 3 23 43 35 15 9 1 129
1997 5 33 49 26 18 8 ---- 139

1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97 79 73 69
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96 69 56 70

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 4 2 ----
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 14 14 7
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 15 16 28
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 31 20 27
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 45 41 37
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 39 36 40
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 55 56 56
NA  Not available.  ----  Represent s zero.
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Richmond lies in the coastal plain on the narrow peninsula
between the Potomac River and the Rappahannock River known as
the Northern Neck. Formed when  Rappahannock County was
divided into Richmond and Essex in 1692, the county was probably
named after either the English Earl or the Duke of Richmond.

In 1997, Richmond land in farms totaled 36,360 acres, or
about 30 percent of the county's area of 122,544 acres.  According
to the 1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 139 farms in the
county, each averaging 262 acres in size and worth an average of
$368,093, including land and buildings.  

The topography of the county is low and flat, with elevations
ranging from sea level to no more than 170 feet.  Temperatures
average 37 degrees in January and 78 in July.  The frost-free
growing season is roughly 194 days, usually extending from April 15
to October 25. Annual precipitation averages 41 inches.  July is the
wettest month and November, the driest.

Agriculture is an integral part of the county’s economy,
supplying a total income of $8.7 million in 1997.  Crops (mostly
soybeans, corn, and small grains) accounted for over 95 percent of
the total value of farm products sold in 1997.    Livestock, poultry and
poultry products, contributed another 5 percent of cash receipts.
Since almost 65 percent of the county area is in woodland,   saw
milling and pulpwood production provide additional sources of
income and employment. 

In 1990, the estimated county population was 7,273.  The
total gross personal income that year was $111.4 million, or an
average of $15,322 per capita. 

Warsaw is the county seat.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 1,026 82,250 30 21,358 5,460 3,813 1,937 NA 46,833
1940 893 78,462 32 21,347 4,577 5,260 NA NA NA
1945 768 79,708 41 22,047 3,048 2,219 3,054 2,633 45,242
1950 675 72,098 76 20,711 2,442 2,353 1,714 1,677 39,970
1954 675 72,751 103 23,174 1,018 872 3,815 1,819 38,454
1959 442 61,650 112 24,190 1,099 908 2,518 808 29,081
1964 360 66,851 207 25,299 2,479 953 3,066 NA NA
1969 242 47,109 259 24,469 2,832 1,052 773 2,830 9,668
1974 2/ 227 45,047 559 25,395 272 1,862 801 NA NA
1978 206 42,822 1,027 26,630 839 816 231 693 12,003
1982 193 43,355 911 30,786 136 378 415 365 8,724
1987 148 39,091 962 22,027 3,406 962 112 480 9,887
1992 129 38,940 1,141 25,614 2,128 559 87 835 8,279
1997 139 36,360 1,395 23,416 1,304 799 498 627 8,818
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 658 157,525 81 3,396 NA NA
1950 2/ 256 22,753 50 3,697 NA NA
1954 3/ ---- ---- 40 5,329 NA NA
1959 3/ ---- ---- 10 1,081 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 5 796 NA NA
1969 4/ 1 600 2 170 13 6,510
1974 5/ 6/ 2 (D) NA NA 11 12,775
1978 5/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 7 15,796
1982 ---- ---- 1 (D) 4 11,862
1987 ---- ---- 1 (D) 3 (D)
1992 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1997 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 7,833 21.4 167,690 5,084 16.4 83,306 472 NA NA
1940 7,459 29.3 218,200 4,444 17.6 78,029 NA NA NA
1945 6,174 31.0 191,095 5,871 20.3 119,050 NA NA 19,815
1950 5,783 44.5 257,509 4,832 20.1 97,193 3,887 21 82,444
1954 6,601 29.1 192,007 3,791 26.3 99,603 7,767 11 85,959
1959 2/ 6,750 50.1 337,911 4,139 26.6 110,226 10,242 21 211,080
1964 7,340 66.7 489,905 4,196 29.4 123,325 11,253 20 228,535
1969 8,762 77.6 679,956 2,694 53.7 144,634 9,534 28 270,610
1974 9,282 96.7 897,586 5,240 39.7 208,159 11,393 24 270,328
1978 9,548 87.5 835,519 3,634 35.6 129,324 12,957 31 405,339
1982 10,687 90.9 971,639 7,173 40.6 291,022 14,338 30 434,268
1987 6,303 80.9 509,601 5,021 43.6 219,059 11,593 22 253,242
1992 6,957 115.6 804,162 6,217 53.9 334,926 13,507 31 419,801
1997 8,420 103.4 870,812 7,288 60.9 443,683 11,793 20 235,195

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 1,867 75 1,769 22 489 134 1,583 124 14,184 119 17,699
1940 1,599 271 6,362 458 12,091 175 2,853 91 8,634 138 25,495
1945 1,959 581 18,445 266 7,031 108 1,536 86 7,111 128 17,974
1950 880 584 23,023 718 21,590 8 87 17 2,504 63 10,388
1954 832 1,418 67,959 624 20,352 60 1,085 16 5,520 53 6,411
1959 638 1,458 63,060 601 22,575 63 1,186 NA 530 27 4,443
1964 548 736 45,084 754 38,416 137 3,122 7 1,123 17 4,347
1969 291 526 32,928 1,981 124,934 70 1,800 NA NA NA NA
1974 167 23 1,050 2,640 145,962 28 854 1 140 7 1,573
1978 131 (D) (D) 4,022 232,404 30 785 NA NA (D) (D)
1982 157 124 6,548 4,119 254,564 NA NA NA NA 21 5,150
1987 350 NA NA 2,208 140,522 NA NA NA NA (D) (D)
1992 402 NA NA 3,051 214,528 NA NA NA NA (D) (D)
1997 259 NA NA 1,962 151,485 NA NA (D) (D) NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 7,175 59 107 3,613 3,931 32 40
1940 5,589 77 111 3,885 4,363 37 41
1945 6,780 72 155 5,632 5,563 65 66
1950 4,354 164 386 3,992 4,831 42 48
1954 3,629 116 157 2,989 2,651 92 72
1959 2,559 46 121 2,329 3,379 24 28
1964 2,638 91 307 1,904 2,625 162 344
1969 1,859 55 81 1,374 3,450 111 262
1974 1,065 39 99 805 1,575 37 100
1978 873 53 127 682 1,196 57 82
1982 (D) NA NA 468 660 111 116
1987 965 91 225 476 874 70 221
1992 1,196 126 359 843 1,655 139 161
1997 878 113 268 564 1,142 96 244

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 
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